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"Surgical text books, even those that deal most minutely with operative techiques, make scant reference to the duties of the surgical assistant. And yet the skill of the assistant is scarcely less important than the skill of the surgeon himself. In an operation the surgeon must depend, not only upon the experience and the caution of the anesthesiologist, but also upon the familiarity with aseptic details, the foresight and adaptability, and the coolness in emergency of those who aid him in the mechanical procedure itself.

Manually, he must help in the procedure; mentally, he must himself undertake it; he should be not be a pair of hands alone but a brain as well."
 
Walter M. Brickner, B.S., M.D. - Chief of surgical department

Mount Sinai Hospital - 
New York City

The International Journal of Surgery -
1907
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Membership is open to anyone interested in advancing the surgical assistant profession in the state of Illinois. Many of our members are also members of the National Surgical Assistants Association, the Association of Surgical Assistants, the American Board of Surgical Assistants, and the Association of periOperative Registered Nurses. 
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